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ASA 2019 ANNUAL MEETING TEACHERS’ WORKSHOP 

Saturday November 23rd, 2020 

PROGRAM & PRESENTER BIOS 

 

9:15-10:45  Session 1A: Colonized Women Talk Back 
This lesson introduces students to African women who challenged colonial rule. Using a role play activity, participants 
learn about African women activists from Zimbabwe to Egypt, from the 16th century Kongo Kingdom confrontation with 
the Portuguese to the apartheid struggle in the 1980s.  Students will be able to identify major women leaders in the 
struggle against colonialism in the context of a larger movement, and learn that the struggle against colonialism was a 
collective effort involving multiple strategies. 
 
Facilitator: Dr. Vanessa Akinyi Oyugi (Howard University) & Dr. Barbara Brown (Boston University) 

Dr. Vanessa Akinyi Oyugi (Howard University) 

Vanessa Oyugi is an alumni of the African Studies and Research Program at 
Howard University in Washington, D.C. where she completed her dissertation 
work examining the use of literature as political platform and as a source of 
historical memory. Currently, Vanessa works as the Assistant Outreach Director 
at the Center for African Studies at Howard University, coordinating 
professional development workshops and opportunities for teachers interested 
in teaching about Africa. 

 

Dr. Barbara Brown (Boston University) 

Barbara Brown, Ph.D., has taught both at the middle school level in the United 
States and at the University of Botswana. For more than 25 years, she led Boston 
University’s African Studies Center’s program to strengthen K-12 teaching of 
Africa. Her research is grounded in South Africa, Botswana, Swaziland, Lesotho, 
Malawi and Zambia. She has led numerous teacher workshops, created a large 
variety of classroom materials and consulted for textbook publishers. She also 
had the pleasure of co-leading several month-long summer programs for 
teachers and led Fulbright travel trips to Egypt, Kenya, and Tanzania.  

 

9:15-10:45  Session 1B: Teaching the ABCs of Africa 

This workshop will explore and highlight effective ways for teaching about 
Africa.  Using comparative perspectives, teachers will be introduced to themes that 
will empower them to teach about the continent more creatively and 
effectively.  Participants will also receive free copies of Teach Africa: Taking Africa to 
the Classroom. 

Facilitator: Dr. Agnes Ngoma Leslie  
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Dr. Agnes Ngoma Leslie is the outreach director of the Center for African Studies at the University of Florida.  She is the 
editor of Teach Africa, a publication for teachers.  She teaches courses in African politics and development.  Her research 
focuses on social movements, women and politics and China and Africa Relations. Her publications include: Social 
Movements and Democracy in Africa: The Impact of Women’s Rights in Botswana published by Routledge in New York 
and London in 2006, Encyclopedia of African History and Culture (senior editor): A Learning Source Book.  She has served 
as editor for the African Studies Quarterly special issue publications focusing on China and Africa’s relationship and 
published refereed publications: “China-Africa Relations: Theoretical and Practical Perspectives on African “Migrants” in 
China.”  Volume 17, Issue 4 (February 2018) and “China-Africa Relations: Political and Economic Engagement and Media 
Strategies. Volume 16, Issue 3-4 (December 2016).   She has been a recipient of a Fulbright award to conduct a 
longitudinal study of women in politics in Zambia from 2015-2017.  

 
 
11:00-12:30  Session 2A: Problematizing the Mask 
 
This presentation by Prof. Amato and mini-presentations by her students are designed to explore the strategies, 
challenges, imperatives, pitfalls, and potential rewards of including African masking traditions in the k-12 art curriculum, 
with implications for masks in general. Amato brings several years of experience teaching and engaging with masking 
traditions, a subject that is poorly-approached (if included at all) in many art education curriculums. From the 
precedents set during modernism to the present day, Amato and participants will discuss strategies and how to think 
about the imperfection of this endeavor. We welcome the voices and participation of attendees, whether they are 
novice or experts in these areas! Educators are encouraged to follow this session by attending the hands-on follow-up 
session “Approaches to Making and Using Masks” after lunch.   
 
Facilitator: Dr. Felice Amato 
 
An artist and educator, Dr. Felice Amato has a particular passion for puppetry, 
masks, and object performance, which bring the body and the element of time 
into the visual arts. Amato is an assistant professor in the School of Visual 
Arts/Art Education at Boston University. She taught K-12 art and Spanish (and 
art in Spanish) in the Minnesota public schools for 20 years before returning to 
school to pursue an MFA and subsequent PhD. For the latter, she focused 
primarily on women’s engagement with puppets and dolls as a context for her 
own work. Amato has performed in a variety of venues and has received 
numerous awards for her artistic work. She has published in Puppetry 
International and the Journal of Mother Studies and presented at the National Council on Education for the Ceramic Arts, 
the National Art Educators Association, and Puppeteers of America. While she has many varied interests, arts-based 
research is a unifying theme. Through developing a mask-centered, arts-research curriculum in her "Contemporary 
Issues in Art Education" courses at BU, Amato began to delve more deeply into the phenomenon of the mask. 
 
 
 11:00-12:30 pm Session 2B: 1619’s Harvest: Stories of Resilience and Resistance 
 
In 1619, the transatlantic world was a changing world; people’s lives were being 
transformed by forces larger than the individual. This session will focus on examining the 
lives of people who lived through this transition. Using stories of resilience and resistance, 
activities will probe the experiences of people who began their lives as free people and 
analyze how they moved beyond the transitory condition of enslavement.  
  
Facilitator: Roberta Logan 
 
Roberta Logan, retired Boston Public Schools educator, has been instrumental in 
developing courses and curricula in African American history for Primary Source, including 

http://www.amazon.com/Social-Movements-Democracy-Africa-Economics/dp/0415978475
http://www.amazon.com/Social-Movements-Democracy-Africa-Economics/dp/0415978475
http://www.amazon.com/Encyclopedia-African-History-Culture-Willie/dp/0816051992


 3 

the groundbreaking Making Freedom Sourcebook series and the Teacher’s guide for The Long Road to Justice exhibit 
which is installed at The Edward Brook Courthouse. While Teaching in Boston Public Schools for over thirty years, she 
worked collaboratively with colleagues as well as interns from Harvard University and Tufts University. Since retiring 
from Boston Public Schools, she has worked with educators who are at various career stages. Her appreciation of 
authentic voices has led to an ongoing relationship with the Africa Outreach Program at Boston University, where she 
co-facilitates a book group for K-12 educators.   
 
 
12:30-1pm: Keynote Lecture by Dr. Joyce Hope Scott: 
Teaching about Africa: Re-Education for Restitutive and Reparational Justice  

 
Dr. Joyce Hope Scott is a Clinical Professor of African American Studies at Boston University 
and national and international scholar/lecturer in African American and Diaspora studies. She 
is a former scholar of the Oxford Round Table and former Fulbright Senior Lecturer & 
Researcher to the republics of Burkina Faso and Benin (West Africa). Prof. Hope Scott is co-
coordinator and investigator of the International Network of Scholars and Activists for African 
Reparations (INOSAAR). She is the author of numerous publications on Black women’s 
narratives, movements for reparative histories and Sahelian literatures, among other topics. 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
1:30 – 2:50  Session 3A: Experiential Session: Approaches to Making and using Masks 
  
Come and think through making! Become more comfortable with the tools and techniques of creating cardboard masks. 
Leave this experience thinking differently about how to teach masks in the classroom in a way that helps students join in 
the exuberance and universal appeal of these powerful phenomena without appropriating or decontextualizing. 
 
Presenter: Dr. Felice Amato 
 
 
1:30 – 2:50  Session 3B: Collaborative Learning between U.S. and South African classrooms 
 
This session provides frameworks and tools from a cross-border collaborative project between U.S. and South African 
teachers. The two presenters (Waltrina Kirkland-Mullens in the U.S. and Mary Khuduge in Johannesburg, South Africa) 
will discuss their joint curriculum design that brings together civil rights and apartheid struggles. Facilitators will also 
discuss the benefits and challenges of cross-border collaborations and ways teachers can adapt similar programs in their 
contexts. Student voices and student work will be featured to showcase the possibilities of transnational collaborative 
learning and teaching. 
 
Facilitators: Thomas Thurston, Waltrina Kirkland-Mullens & Mary Khuduge 
 
Mary Abueng Khuduge was born in Rustenburg, South Africa. She attended both 
primary and high school in the village of Luka, in Rustenburg, and received her Bachelor of 
Primary Education at Wits University, Johannesburg, in 1997. She is currently teaching 
History, Geography and Afrikaans in Regents Park Primary School, Johannesburg, 
Grade 4&6. She has also taught learners with special needs and obtained a diploma in 
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Theology. Growing up in a poor community, where she attended under-resourced schools during the apartheid era, has 
inspired her to know how past practices have destroyed or build communities. 
 
Waltrina Kirkland-Mullins is a 25+ year elementary education practitioner. She is a 
key contributor and educator at the Davis Academy of Arts and Design Innovation 
Magnet School in New Haven, Connecticut. A specialist in multicultural children’s 
literature, she uses an interdisciplinary approach to learning for students in Grades K 
through 5. Waltrina has held numerous positions across academia, including serving as an 
Adjunct Professor of Multicultural Children’s Literature at Middlesex Community College, 
reaching over 300 aspiring educators. She spent two decades as a Yale New Haven 
Teachers Institute Fellow developing 18 curriculum units published by The Institute. She 
too has received numerous honors, including New Haven School District Teacher of the 
Year, Sierra Leone-New Haven Sister Cities New Haven Teacher Representative, and the 
Gilder-Lehrman Shared Histories-South Africa/U.S. Fellowship at Yale. With a passion for 
embracing diversity and cultural inclusion in the classroom setting, Waltrina inspires 
children and educators across ages to be innovative, continuous life-long learners.  
 
Thomas Thurston is the director of education and public outreach at the Gilder Lehrman Center for the Study of Slavery, 
Resistance, and Abolition. He earned his B.A. at the University of California at Santa Cruz 
has an MPhl in American Studies from Yale University. Prior to coming to the Gilder 
Lehrman Center he served as the Project Director of the New Deal Network, an 
educational website developed by the Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt Institute and the 
Institute for Learning Technologies at Teachers College, Columbia University. Tom has led 
week-long NEH workshops for K-12 teachers, acted as a consulting historian for several 
Teaching American History programs, and has served as a curriculum developer for 
WNET’s Educational Technologies Department, including the documentary series “The Rise 
and Fall of Jim Crow” and “Slavery and the Making of America.” He is currently the 
organizer of Transatlantic Histories, an educational initiative that brings together teachers 
from South Africa, Sierra Leone, and the United States. 
 
 
 
 
3-3:30 pm A presentation of local efforts to support children of African heritage 
followed by a performance of Africano youth.  
 
Presenter: Juliet Najjumba with Africano Waltham youth 
Performer, educator, founder and CEO of African Cultural Services (aka Africano) in 
Waltham, Ugandian Juliet T. Najjumba is a community advocate for African-American 
children and families. Juliet Najjumba provides educational and cultural programs for 
children and youth, highlighting the importance of intercultural respect and 
celebration among African and non-African communities. This takes the form of a 
diverse Cultural Arts Education Program “cultural edutainment” that works with 
children and families from under-served communities. Juliet's drive and commitment 
to her work stems from disappointment and disillusionment that few global citizens 
are familiar with Ugandan history and culture. Juliet's vision and mission aims to 
enhance diversity and multicultural education while fostering self-awareness. 
 
 


